The national health-care agenda in relation to negative pressure wound therapy.
The NHS was founded upon the principle of providing health care for all, regardless of financial status. However, it has reached a point where patient demands are outgrowing NHS resources, causing conflict. Chronic wound management represents a considerable financial burden on health services in terms of manpower requirement, equipment, specialist opinion, and adjunct therapies, such as negative pressure wound therapy (NPWT). Although funding bodies often perceive NPWT to be expensive, there is evidence that if used appropriately it leads to faster healing, early discharge and better quality of life for patients with chronic wounds. However, it must be acknowledged that the type and quality of studies are mixed. Further evidence is required to justify the use of NPWT in chronic wounds in the primary and secondary health-care setting.